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ABSTRACT

This study deals with the archaeological remains,' such as mosques,
inscriptions, and pottery from the area of Wadi Sallna;, which lie to the
north-eastern steppe of Jordan (located in the Govemerate of Mafraq). The
length of Wadi Salma is 13 km., and is supported by two tributaries: Qassab
and Shatnat Salma. The etymology of Wadi Salma probably came from
Arabic Sayl al Ma’ which means the stream of water, for the area is full of
streams and pools.

The four mosques discovered were built in a rectangular shape, using
thin basalt stones without mortar on the bed-rock. The mosques were simple
and rough in their style, appearance and hollow prayer niches (Mihrab) are
located in the walls of the mosques. Each mosque was joined by a pool that
was dug into the ground next to the mosque and was surrounded by a wall to
preserve the maximum amount of water in order to last throu gh the summer
season.

The area, also, was visited by Arab tribes from aucient times to the
present. The Safaitic tribes were among the most significant ones. |

Thousands of North Arabian inscriptions such as Safaitic spread over
the area, in addition to the Arabic inscriptions that go back to different
I[slamic periods from the Ummayad to the Mamluk. Twenty inscriptions
were studied which were found on the stones of the mosques and tombs
over looking Wadi Salma. They were drawn, photographed, analyzed, and
transliterated. Moreover, the lineage of the tribes was studied and organized
in tables according to the shape of the Arabic alphabets and were compared

to the Arabic / Islamic inscriptions that were published.
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The pottery sherds that were discovered were studied, drawn and
dated. They were also compared with other pottery sherds that were
published.

The study concluded that Wadi Salma was one of the most important
sites from the early Islamic (Umayyad) to the Mamluki periods, and was a
center of attraction for Arab tribes who settled aud inhabited permanently or

periodically the area, as in the case of our present times.
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